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Gentlooen, 

As  instructed  Uy  the  Welsh  Board  of  H 
Circular  2314  (Wales)  dated  the  26 th  March  1941 
interin  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
ending  the  31st  DeceEher , 1940 . 

This  report  contains  only  urgent  and  inportant  natters 
^7hich  affected  Public  Health  during  the  year  and  contains  none 
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of  the  statistics  usually  assjociated  v/ith  that  report* 

The  major  part  of  ny  activities  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  have  been  concerned  with  the  provision  and  equipment 
of  medical  services  for  Air  Raid  Precautions  in  the  tov/n.  This 
service  has  nov;  been  placed  upon  a fairly  secure  footing  and  consists 
of  a Mobile  Unit  with  throe  ambulances  and  a large  hall  v/hich  ' 

can  be  utilised  as  a First  Aid  Post,  With  the  numerous  calls  made  ^ 
by  other  services  upon  the  limited  irian  and  woman  power  in  such  a f 
small  community  the  question  of  adequate  personnel  has  exercised 
a considerable  amount  of  thought  and  cannot  yet  be  said  to  be 
completely  solved.  The  smallness  of  niimbers  is  largely  offset 
by  the  keenness  of  the  constituent  members. 

The  year  1940  sa\?  a marked  increase  in  the  number 
of  infectious  disease  cases  notified  but  this  is  explained  by  the 
recent  act  making  Measles  a cumpulsorily  notifiable  disease.  Fifty 
four  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  out  of  a total  of  Fifty 
nine  cases  of  infectious  disease.  There  ^/ere  no  deaths  associated 
with  the  disease.  Tuberculosis  still  shows  a gratifyingly  low 
incidence  in  the  town.  Four  nev/  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  of  these  tvio  v/ere  accounted  for  by  people  already 
suffering  from  the  disease  i:ioving  into  the  town. 

No  case  of  illness  arising  from  infected  food  or 
v/ater  supplies  v/ctc  brought  to  my  notice.  The  question  of  sowago 
disposa.1  is  one  which  occasions  grave  misgivings  and  is  one  v/hioh 
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i.iust  receive  priority  in  any  future  scheme  for  the  inprovonent 
of  the  aDonitios  of  the  town. 

There  has  hecn  no  great  disparity  'botueen  the  birth 
and  death  rate  in  the  town  during  the  year.  The  figures 
uncorrocted  for  inward  and  outv/ard  transfers  were  Deaths:  20,  and 

Births:  18, 

I an,  G-entlemcn, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Sgd)  J.  C.  II,  Bird. 
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